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1. One of the majer USAF imtelligeunce requirements, &8 expressed
by the Air staff in its Pewelopment Planning Objectives for In-
telligenoe and Reconnaissance, ias for a oapability io oonduct
mediuwm and high altitude (up to 200,000 feet) photographis reson—
naissance on & discreet bassis. This oallis for design end procure—
ment of both a follow-on airerafi and new photegraphioc equipment.

25X1A 2, For some time, ATIC aonder my direction has been gponsoring a
Pechnioal [bjeotives Aerial Hecormaisaance Plan, known as Project

25X1A Hﬂnsigm& to supply the photoWY needed
0 meet this requirement. Full detalls of discusssd
and goordinated on a current basis with your specialist in TS3, s0
there is no duplieation or overlap of effort between our agencies
in this arsa and it will be usadle in any followw~on airsraft spon-
sored by you or USAF. The project involves highly spesialigzed
technology and & substantial amount of funding.

3. While the Air Foroe has stated a reguirement for the follow-
on vehiocle, this has not been oonvertsd inte an approved procure-—
nent item. I &m of the opinion that this Teconnaiasance capability
ig nesded and that both vekisle and equipment should be ocarried
through to completion. This can be dons by either the Air Force
or by Cli, with transfer to you of the work done by the Alir Foroe.
If you agree that this capabliliiy should exist for U.S, intelli-
gence, an expression of your wishes is desired, either as a state—
ment of your intentiom to prosesd plus reguest for tranafer of the
work done by the Alr Forge or as & requirement that the Alir Force
proceed with davelopment of a completed oapability.

25X1A
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25X1A

0 Mr_Chief, TSS paTE:l February 1960

25X1A

25x1A° Y rejec

25X1A elephone conversation, here are all the papers I have on

25X1AProject ﬂ You may recall tha-aid he sent this memo,
which was prepared by some of his subordinates, in order to avoid blowing certain

5X1A contemplated developments in the Agency. [lllllllater stated to Leo Geary that
he did not need a reply to the letter, It has, in fact, nev er been replied to, to my
knowledge.

25X1A 2. The only remaining question raised by Mr. Bissell is the substantive
one of whether the develtopment described by Project I is itself worthy
of our attention. I would appreciate your thoughts (and perhaps those of PIC)on
this subject at your convenience.

25X1A
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OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP

NAME AND ADDRESS INITIALS

DD/P - Mr. Bissell

ACTION DIRECT REPLY PREPARE REPLY
APPROVAL ‘| DISPATCH RECOMMENDATION
COMMENT FILE RETURN
CONCURRENCE INFORMATION SIGNATURE

Remarks:
Dick:

25X1A

26X1A General Cabell asked that the attached

copy of a letter from GeneraJJj Subject:

Responsibility for Projectjjjjj I dated
27 October 1959, be sent to you for necessary

action. I have retained the ribbon copy to show
the Director and will advise him of the action
taken.
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FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER A
FROM: NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NO. DATE
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THIS DOCUMENT REQUIRES SPECIAL HANDLING

HANDLING PROCEDURES

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION REGARDING A HIGHLY CLASSIFIED
ACTIVITY. PERMISSION TO TRANSFER CUSTODY, OR PERMIT ACCESS TO
THIS DOCUMENT MUST BE OBTAINED FROM THE ORIGINATOR. HAND CARRY
PROCEDURES WILL BE APPLIED TO ANY INTER-OFFICE OR INTRA-AGENCY
MOVEMENT OF THIS DOCUMENT.
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CHAL 0779
Copy X

30 October 1959

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director (Plans)
SUBYECT: rrojec

25X1A

25X1A

1. According to information received by Cdr._;‘
o5x1A  ATIC, 29 October 1959, Project| R c=1= vith & tactical day reconnais-
sance system. It conslsts of three cameras:

a. A tracker camera, 70 millimeter format similar to CHAL
except that it has been engineered down in space to approximately
18" x 18" x 30" high. It carries two reels side by side and has a
capability of 2,000' of film,

b. The second camera in the system is a chart and target camera,
trimet type installation built into one camers called the Zeiss-15/23
9 x 9 format using plieogon lense. This 1s similar to CHAL A-1l con-
figuration except it is incorporuted in one camera body.

c. Numbexr three camera is similar to type B and C in CHAL. This

camera evidently has some very advanced engineering. It is being

built by the Bulova Watch Company. It produces 50 lines per millimeter

with a varisble focal length from 72" through 200" plus. This change

in focal length can be programmed by the pilot in flight. It has a

F-5 aperture and records on six different rolls of film. Just how

this is asccomplished I am not sure by the explanstion, but it is under-

stood that it can either expose one piece of film similar to CHAL B

or C or can expose three exposures simultaneously on different formats.

This means that they can use films of different sensitivity and get a

wide~band spectral cut of the same target at one exposure statlion.

This carers has a 4O° field of view on eithar side of the nadir point

and the principasl point can be programmed by the pilot at will to _

several degrees of obliquity from the nadir, 10° - 20° - LoO° or 80°.

coovding;

2. I understand that IT&T are tuilding the instrumentation data‘;par‘t ‘
of which comes from the camera and part of which comes from the A-5 Inertiasl
Nav System and is recorded on the film. Aeroflex Corporstion is doing the
mounts for the camers. As a part of the system development, 2B-57 aircraft
are currently being used to flight teat the system &s components are deve-
loped and these will probably become the operational vehicles.
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ARTHUR €. LUNDAHL
Director,
Fhotographic Intelligence Centex

Distribution:
Cy 1 - DD/P
2 - pp/P

3 -« PIC subj. file

I - PIC CHAL chrono
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